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Therapeutic Implications 
A striking aspect of distal blood flow in severe occlusive 
arterial disease is the paradoxical effects of vasoactive drugs 
[8,18]. T hese paradoxical reactions are probably mainly due to 
ch anges in the distal arterial pressure, secondary to ch anges in 
systemic arterial pressure. Adverse effects of vasodilators in 
generalized scleroderma has previously been described [19], 
and it sh ould be remembered that seemingly unimpor tan t 
changes in systemic arterial pressure of 20 to 30 m m H g are 
probably followed by similar changes in arterial blood pr essure 
in fingers in the patients, wh ere it represen ts a drastic reduction 
in perfusion pressure head [8]. Vasodilators given intra-arteri-
ally in the isch emic limb ha ve been extensively used in gener -
alized scleroderma [20,21], but usually with out beneficial effect. 
Since their effect on vessels to proximal nonisch emic areas may 
decrease the d istal arterial pressure a nd blood fl ow by a' steal 
phenomenon, this lack of effect is not suprising. Reduction of 
hematocrit OJ' induction of a m oderate arterial hypertension 
could be expected to be of benefit [8]. T hese considerations are, 
of course, most im portant in the late stage of scleroderma. 
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Announcement 
The XII Annual M eeting of the European Society for D erma tological R esearch (E.S.D.R.) will be h eld 
in the RaiCongrescentrum, Amsterdam, Holland, April 4-7, 1982. 
T h e Central Theme of this m eeting will be: "The Pharmacology of Inflammation." Invited exper ts who 
will deliver introductory lectures related to the Central The me include Dr. B. Czarnetzki (Munst er , FRG), 
P rofessor D . Dumonde (London, Engla nd) and Professor Lembeck (Graz, Austria) , a nd th ere will be 2 
workshops on that topic chaired by Professor Greaves (London, Engla nd) , Professor S0ndergaard 
(Copenhagen, D enmark) and Dr. Wasserman (San D iego, Cal. , U .s.A.). The major part of th e meeting 
will, however , continue with free communications as in th e past years. At tendan ce will be open to all 
m embers, contributors and guests. Abstracts should be submit ted on th e official form. No discrimina tion 
will be made by th e P rogramme Commit tee between abstracts related to the Cen t ral Them e and 
nonrelated a bstracts. 
The deadline for submission of a bstracts is D ecember 1, 1981. Abstract forms can be obtained from: 
H erbert Honigsm ann, Secretary-E.S.D .R. , Department of D ermatology (I) ., University of Vienna, Alser-
strasse 4, A-l090 Vie nna, Austria. 
